Introduction

Eton College was founded in 1440 by King Henry VI. The College originally had 70 King’s Scholars or ‘Collegers’ who lived in the College and were educated free, and a small number of ‘Oppidans’ who lived in the town of Eton and paid for their education.

Today it is a secondary school (a ‘high school’ in the American sense) for approximately 1,290 boys between the ages of 13 and 18, all of whom are boarders.

The Governing Body of Eton College is known as ‘The Provost and Fellows’. It consists of a Provost (appointed by the Crown), a Vice-Provost, and ten other Fellows.

Statute VI of the College provides that the Fellows shall be as follows:

· The Provost of King’s College Cambridge [Senior Fellow] (a) 

· One Fellow to be elected by the Hebdomadal Council of Oxford University (b) 

· One Fellow to be elected by the Council of the Senate of Cambridge University (c) 

· One Fellow to be elected by the Council of the Royal Society (d) 

· One Fellow to be nominated by the Lord Chief Justice of England (e) 

· One Fellow to be elected by the Head Master, Lower Master, and Assistant Masters (f) 

· Four members to be elected by the Provost and Fellows themselves (g) 

The Present Governing Body

	Provost:
	Sir Eric ANDERSON, KT (2000)

	Vice-Provost:
	Mr James COOK, MA, BSc (1999)

	Fellows:
	Dame Judith MAYHEW JONAS, DBE, LLM (2003) (a)

	
	Sir Geoffrey HOLLAND, KCB, MA (1994) (g)

	
	Dr Nicholas WOODHOUSE, MA, PhD (1994) (b)

	
	Sir Dominic CADBURY, MA, MBA (1996) (c)

	
	Baroness HOGG, MA (1996) (g)

	
	Mr David VEREY, CBE, MA (1997) (g)

	
	Mr Michael PROUDFOOT, MA (2001) (f)

	
	Professor Christopher DOBSON, MA, DPhil, FRS (2001) (d)

	
	Sir Michael PEAT, KCVO, FCA (2002) (g)

	
	Sir Michael BURTON, MA (2004) (e)


ETON TODAY

There are now some 1280 boys in the School aged between 13 and 18, most of them resident in the United Kingdom but with some from overseas: rather more than 1200 Oppidans in addition to the 70 Collegers. Almost 20% of the boys in the School receive financial assistance by means of scholarships and bursaries: click here for further details.

Every boy at Eton is a boarder in a House of about 50. Boarding requires a boy to take responsibility for his own life and to get on with a community of other people. It also provides him with a secure base and a focus of loyalty in a very large school, as well as an opportunity for exercising responsibility and leadership in a community. Each House is presided over by a House Master, who is responsible for the academic and personal welfare of his boys and for dealings with their parents. The House Master is assisted by a ‘Dame’, who looks after the health of the boys and the domestic affairs of the House. Every boy also has an academic ‘Tutor’, whom he sees regularly, and has access to a range of medical, pastoral, and counselling services.

Eton is a religious foundation and religion continues to play a central role in the life of the community. Although the vast majority of boys belong to the Church of England, boys with many different religious affiliations attend Eton, and wherever possible we provide facilities to allow boys to practise and pursue their own beliefs.

THE RELIGIOUS LIFE OF THE SCHOOL

Worship during a boy’s time in the School is designed to meet his spiritual needs at each stage in his development. As well as the regular Chapel services, there are numerous optional opportunities for worship.

Boys in their first two years worship in Lower Chapel. Boys in their third year have their own assembly, but attend services in College Chapel on some weekdays. Boys in their fourth and fifth years usually have a choice on weekdays between a service in College Chapel and an assembly in School Hall, and on some Sundays, along with boys in their third year, are given a choice between Choral Communion in College Chapel and an address in the Farrer Theatre. Services in both Chapels follow the practice of the Church of England.

Confirmation services are held twice a year, and boys wishing to be confirmed are prepared by the School Chaplains.

Roman Catholics have their own Chaplain who offers Mass on Sundays and every weekday evening. The Sacrament of Reconciliation is regularly available and Confirmation is administered once a year. Roman Catholics take part in all daily School services of a non-sacramental nature.

Boys of the Jewish, Islamic and and other faiths are excused Sunday Chapel if their parents wish, but are expected to take part in School services on weekdays. Instruction in the Jewish and Islamic faiths is given during the time of Sunday Chapel by the Jewish and Muslim Tutors.

Not every Etonian would call himself a committed religious believer; many have doubts which they can and do express freely. However, up to two thirds of the boys are confirmed during their time at Eton, and the climate in the School is by and large sympathetic to Christian life and practice.

CHAPEL AT ETON

At the heart of Henry VI’s Foundation was College Chapel, dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary, and begun in 1441. From the start, therefore, regular services have provided the context for the day to day existence and business of the community. The Christian faith on which the College was founded remains the guiding principle for our collective spiritual life.

In the 19th century the School became too large to fit into College Chapel and Lower Chapel was built to accommodate the ‘lower’ boys.

Lower Chapel

Boys attend Lower Chapel during their first two years. Over 500 boys meet there for fifteen minutes on four weekday mornings, and on Sundays for a fuller service of about forty minutes. The services are concise and to the point, very often following a particular theme throughout the half, and the Chaplains strive to make the services varied, relevant, and interesting. There is a lively, cheerful atmosphere in Lower Chapel, and boys sing and listen well.

College Chapel

After their first two years boys attend a mixture of services in College Chapel and assemblies elsewhere. In their third year they go to two weekday services, and in their final years to one or two weekday services and to a fuller service on most Sundays. The aim is to nurture and develop spiritual awareness through mainly traditional forms of service, incorporating talks from a variety of speakers and music of the highest standard. The Choir is internationally renowned and enhances the beauty and devotional intensity of services, but congregational singing is also a most important feature. The congregations, of up to 500 boys, are characteristically reflective and attentive. For those who wish to take Communion, there are three services of Holy Communion each week in Chapel, and informal ones in boys’ Houses during the course of each half; these are well attended.

Apart from the spiritual value of spending the first fifteen minutes of a hectic day in a quiet, reflective manner, the regular coming together of so many boys — not to mention the many adults who attend the services — helps to create a sense of community in a large and diffuse school.

ASSEMBLIES

As boys mature so it is considered appropriate for them to be able to exercise a choice in their religious life.

This process begins in the boys’ third year, where a proportion of their weekday meetings will have a general moral, ethical, or spiritual content.

On certain Sundays, all boys from their third year onwards have a choice between a Communion service in College Chapel and an Assembly, which in general will be addressed by an outside speaker on an appropriate issue.

On Mondays, alternate Wednesdays, and Saturdays boys in the top two years have a choice between a voluntary service in College Chapel and the Alternative Assembly, where a combination of Masters, boys, and outside speakers produce short programmes on a variety of topics and in a variety of ways, but following the principles mentioned above for boys in their third year.

ENTRY TO ETON

At any one time there are almost 1300 boys in the School, almost all of whom joined the School at age 13.

The School’s entry system has evolved significantly during the past few decades.

Up until the sixties, virtually every Etonian had been registered at birth on a ‘House List’, which guaranteed him a place in the School so long as he could pass the Common Entrance examination at or around age 13.

In the interests of fairness and likewise of the School, we radically reformed the system. A boy could now be registered on the ‘General List’: if he came through a selection procedure when he was 10 or 11 he had a guaranteed place in the School, so long as he could pass the Common Entrance examination of course. The House List system remained in place, but accounted for only about half of our entrants.

A few years ago, and for the same reasons, we made further radical reforms. A boy who now wishes to join the School at the age of 13 must be registered on the Eton List, must come through a selection procedure when he is about 11, and must subsequently pass the Common Entrance examination.

Throughout these reforms, we have continued to accept Scholars (King’s Scholars, Junior Scholars, Music Scholars) with virtually no preliminary registration. And in recent years we have been accepting a few Sixth Form Entrants with again virtually no preliminary registration.

Procedure

The Head Master does not deal with the routine business of Registration and Admission. He does however reserve the right to refuse to admit a boy.

STUDYING AT ETON

For academic purposes, the School is divided into five Blocks, from F to B. Boys normally spend one year in each block, moving up in September.

On arrival in the School, a boy is assigned a Tutor by his House Master (or the House Master himself may act as Tutor). The Tutor’s principal function is to assist House Masters in monitoring academic performance; he also fosters his pupils’ personal, cultural, and social development. His pupils come to him in small groups once a week for a Tutorial, in which they follow a programme of Study Skills (designed to inculcate effective and increasingly independent working habits), Personal-Social-Health Education (PSHE — designed to raise a boy’s awareness of moral, social, and health issues), and topics chosen by the Tutor. PSHE is also pursued through block lectures delivered by Drugs Education and Health Education experts, and in other parts of the curriculum.

When the boy becomes a Specialist, i.e. when he enters C and embarks on A-level work, he chooses a new Tutor. This will normally be a Master who teaches what is likely to be the boy’s principal A-level subject. The Tutor’s basic function remains much the same, but Private Business, which replaces the Tutorials, is a less structured affair, and the Tutor may also act to a greater extent as adviser, on such matters as careers and higher education.

There are thirty-seven scheduled schools (i.e. lessons) a week in which formal teaching takes place, but almost all boys have one or more reading schools (i.e. free periods). Boys are taught in divisions (i.e. sets or forms) normally containing about ten or twelve boys of broadly similar ability in the case of Specialists and about twenty in the case of Non-Specialists. Click here for more about Eton’s teaching methods.

In each block, a programme of regular out-of-school work is laid down. Division masters set this work well in advance of the due date, thus encouraging boys to plan their own free time in an effective and responsible manner. Division masters keep House Masters and Tutors informed of boys’ progress by providing Non-Specialists with order cards every few weeks and Specialists with interim reports in the middle of each half. In addition Trials (i.e. internal examinations) take place at the end of the Michaelmas and Summer halves; boys are examined in all their main subjects other than those in which they are being externally examined that half.

Help is available at the Learning Centre for boys with specific learning difficulties. All boys are screened during their first half, and any whose results raise cause for concern are given appropriate help. Boys whose learning difficulties emerge later are referred to the Centre by their House Masters. Help ranges from group spelling and comprehension classes to individual tuition in a range of study skills.

ETON’S HISTORY

In 1440 Henry VI founded ‘The King’s College of Our Lady of Eton beside Windsor’ and, a year later, King’s College Cambridge, which was to be supplied with scholars from Eton. The school was to be part of a large foundation which included a community of secular priests, 10 of whom were Fellows, a pilgrimage church, and an almshouse. Provision was made for 70 scholars to receive free education.

To this end Henry lavished on Eton a substantial income from land, and a huge collection of holy relics among which were fragments of what were supposed to be the True Cross and the Crown of Thorns. He even persuaded the Pope to grant a privilege unequalled anywhere in England: Eton was to have the right to grant Indulgences to penitents on the Feast of the Assumption.

Henry’s close personal interest in the building led to frequent changes of plan. In 1448 the partially constructed church was demolished to make way for another church that was to be on a far grander scale. Meanwhile the accommodation for the school along the north side of School Yard was completed (1443), a single class room below (Lower School) and a large dormitory (Long Chamber) above; College Hall, where priests, Head Master, and scholars could eat, was in use by 1450. Cloister Court, providing residential accommodation for priests and Fellows, was completed about the same time.

Progress on the new church was, however, interrupted when the Lancastrian Henry VI was deposed in 1461 by the rival Yorkist claimant, Edward IV. Parliament annulled all grants of lands made by the Lancastrians: the College had its lands, ornaments, and relics transferred to St George’s, Windsor. Tradition has it that Edward’s celebrated mistress, Jane Shore, interceded on behalf of the College and saved it from extinction by persuading Edward to restore some of its lands. The College was indeed saved but the greatly reduced income necessitated the abandonment of the almshouse and a reduction in the number of priests.

At this time, the early 1470s, the pilgrimage church was far from finished: the choir had no roof and the building of the nave had not yet commenced. A former Provost of Eton, Bishop Waynflete, came to the rescue of the College and arranged for the choir to be roofed in wood and for the west end to be completed by the addition of the Antechapel (1479–82). This is the Chapel that we now have, a fine example of the Perpendicular Gothic style, noble in its unity and simplicity of design, but only a part of what might have been one of the largest and finest churches in the country if Henry’s plans had been fully executed.

The third side of School Yard to be completed in its present form was Lupton’s Range with Lupton’s Tower in the centre. It was built in 1520 by Henry Redman whose work is also to be seen at Hampton Court. Lupton’s Range provided extra accommodation for the head of the College, the Provost. The fourth side of School Yard, the west, was added by Provost Allestree in 1665 but was rebuilt 1689–94 because it became unsafe. Its main feature is Upper School on the first floor, Eton’s second and largest classroom. In the middle of School Yard stands the fine bronze statue of the Founder in Garter robes. It was erected in 1719 by Provost Godolphin and is the work of Francis Bird.

More than five and a half centuries after the foundation, having educated so many great men, the school has a fame that is second to none. From the 70 scholars for whom Henry provided, the school has expanded to about 1,290 boys aged from 13 to 18. The scholars are admitted by competitive examination. The remainder, known as ‘Oppidans’, are distributed between 24 boys’ houses. Besides a large part-time staff, there are 143 masters and there is a Governing Body composed of a resident Provost and Vice-Provost together with 10 non-resident lay Fellows, successors from 1869 of the 10 priest-Fellows of the original foundation.

