Gladiator
The  distribution:
Russell Crowe – Maximus 
Joaquin Phoenix – Commmodus
Connie Nielsen – Lucille 
Oliver Reed – Proximo  
Derek Jacobi – senator Gracchus
Dijmon Hounsou – Juba 
Richard Harris – Marcus Aurelius
A movie by Ridley Scott


The „Gladiator” is a historical and full of adventure film, a story brought in the XX century by Ridley Scott who also made „Blade Runner” and „Alien”; it was the winner of 5 Oscar Awards in 2001, including: „Best Movie” and „Best actor in a principal role” and it received very good critics: ”The ((Gladiator(( is a movie which takes your breath, a capodopera of all times and a future classic.” said Steve Irevolino, „Launch”; „A phenomenal film, adventurous and full of action.” said Steve Goldman, „Total Film”. 
The story:


The action takes place around the second century b.C., when the emperor of the Roman Empire is Marcus Aurelius.

The movie starts with a battle in Germany that Maximus, the commandant of the roman army, wins by attacking the barbarian   cavalry.

The emperor has a son, Commodus, and a daughter, Lucille, who is a widow and has a son named Lucius.

 Marcus Aurelius is very old and he is about to die so he
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has to name an heir and his favorite is Maximus. He invites Maximus in is tent and  says to him that he was the son that he never had because his son is corrupt and very arrogant, so he wants him to be the next emperor, the next ruler of the world, because the Roman Empire included all the known world.
But Maximus refuses, saying that when the emperor wouldn’t need him he would like to go home, at his family, but Marcus Aurelius lets him think about it until sunset. 
The emperor wanted to give Rome back to its people and stop the corruption and he thought that his son couldn’t accomplish this mission but he would understand his decision. But it wasn’t so; Lucille meets Maximus when he got out of the tent and she presumes what her father told him and she tells that to Commodus. 
Commodus’ reaction is violent, he comes at his father and upbraids him that he had always hated him even though he had asked the Gods what to do to make him proud of him; after a long argue Commodus gives his father a very tight hug with the purpose to kill him and he succeeds. In that way he becomes the emperor without letting anyone know what was the wish of his father. 

Maximus suspects that Commodus killed his father and that’s why he doesn’t want to swear faithfulness to him and turns his back on Commodus. He takes that as defiance and orders to his guards to kill him and his family.
Tied by his hands and dragged by the horses he is taken into an isolated forest, but with his fantastic strength he manages to escape the executioners, by killing them.

Meanwhile his family is brutally killed and when finally he arrives home and finds his wife and son dead and all his properties burned his only purpose is to take revenge for his family’s death and for Marcus Aurelius’ death.
He falls asleep on the ground of his house and when he wakes up he finds himself being a slave in Zucchabar, a roman province. After that he and other about 5000 slaves are bought by Proximo, an ex-gladiator which had earned his freedom. He   had a troupe of gladiators, trained fighters in ancient roman
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shows, managed by him. At the beginning he refuses to fight but then he realizes that so he could get to the emperor and accomplish his purposes.
In this troupe Maximus finds some friends between the gladiators, which have for him a lot of respect for his fighting
 ability.  

At the beginning the performances are given in small roman provinces. Maximus’ strength is remarked in the fights he carries out brilliantly.
After years of slavery, Proximo announces the gladiators 

that they will have a show in Coliseum, Rome, in front of over 50 000 of spectators and of course in front of the emperor. Maximus is the most popular fighter and he has to participate and that is a perfect opportunity for him to accomplish his revenge.

In his first fight he wears a mask and he and his friends kill all the other gladiators. He became popular under the nickname of „Spaniel”. 
Commodus remarks him and wants to meet the great fighter. He comes down in the arena and asks Maximus what is his name,he didn’t answer and turn his back to him, Commodus got nervous and demanded him to take off his mask and say his name, then Maximus turned, took off his mask and said all his names and the names of the roman legions that he had leaded to victory years ago, although it wasn’t necessary because Commodus recognized him and had to choke his anger because the crowd was acclaiming Maximus and was shouting „Life!”, that means that Maximus should live, because the life of a gladiator depended on a gesture of the emperor: the thumb up means life and the thumb down means death, so he raised his thumb pretending everything is alright.

But that event was not pleasing at all, so he thought at a way to kill him. In his next battle Maximus had to fight, beside the usual adversary, some hungry tigers which were kept in chains on the sides of the arena. Through his big power he knocks down his adversary, which was trying to push him near the tigers. The crowd is asking for death for Maximus’ opponent 
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and Commodus himself shows the thumb down, but Maximus throws his sword and spares him, the crowd is in delirium and calls the gladiator “Maximus kind-hearted”.

Commodus was visibly irritated and was thinking that there is no way for him now to kill Maximus because he is so popular and if he killed him then he would be the cruel one in comparison with the brave ex-roman general actual invincible gladiator.

He is advised by one of the senators that he should act more wisely, he should let the prey come to him and stop chasing it. He obeys and he was very close in succeeding in the capture of the prey.

Meanwhile Maximus is also advised by Lucilla that he should talk with Commodus’ enemies in the Senate and they plenty. At first Maximus refuses but then he agrees to talk to senator Gracchus.

Gracchus understands Maximus and wants to help him but the time is too short, so they have to hurry. They make a plan to escape from Rome. Maximus wanted to meet one of his faithful servants, Cicero, which gathered a small army of devoted soldiers, at the gates of Rome and then come back and fight with Commodus. But unfortunately his plans are changed by the fact that, by coincidence, Commodus finds out about the conspiracy and arrests Gracchus, threatens Lucille with the death of her son, kills some of Maximus’ friends and Proximo too, and throws him in a dark cell in chains.
The second day Commodus visits him in the cell and challenges him to fight with him, Maximus smiles at him and says that he once met a man who said that if death smiles at you, you have to smile to it back, then laughing Commmodus asked him if his friend was smiling when he died and Maximus said that he should know better because this man was his father. In that moment Commodus got very angry and embraced Maximus but at the same time he wounded him with a knife in the back and ordered the guards to hide his wound in the arena.

When he arrived in the arena he was loosing forces, but he
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keeps facing Commodus, both of them wounded each other, but suddenly Maximus hits Commodus in his arm and makes him lose his sword, desperately Commodus is asking his men for a sword but no one gives him a weapon and the chief of his guards orders them to put their swords in the sheaths.


Then Commodus fights with a hidden knife he had in his suit, Maximus, thanks to his skills with his last forces, defeats him and kills him with his own knife. 


Before he dies he orders that all prisoners should be free and Gracchus will be the next emperor.


Then he falls down on the ground and dies thinking at his family, which is waiting for him. Lucille is standing beside him and is crying. The film ends with the scene where he meets his family in Heaven.
My opinion:


This story is very sad but also beautiful and full of suspense, a story of a roman general which became a gladiator, because of the ambition of a corrupt and ungrateful son, but his greatness in the arena brings him to Coliseum where he can fulfill his revenge. 


In this movie we can find the theme of love everywhere: Marcus Aurelius loved Maximus for his skills and power, Lucille also had loved Maximus in the past and she helps him now in the name of love, Maximus loved his family, Marcus Aurelius and all his friends, because with his help they could became free. Also love is presented under the face of devotion: Cicero and almost 5000 soldiers remained faithful all the time he was a slave, and there is a scene where a friend of him, a gladiator, tastes the food he was given to make sure it wasn’t poisoned (that happened after the emperor had recognized him) – even Maximus remained faithful to Marcus Aurelius after his death when he doesn’t want to swear faithfulness to Commodus.


The plot consists in the theme of revenge, because only the longing for revenge made him realize that he had to punish the one who killed the persons he loved most in his life.
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Although revenge is not a good thing to do, the badness of 

Commodus had to be punished. 

The action is violent but the ideas expressed in this film are very good and the acting, the locations, the characters very well interpreted give magic to the film and makes it even more attractive, beside the interesting period in the world’s history – the time when the Roman Empire meant all the known world, brave people and prosperity in all domains. 
My favourite scene is the one in which Commodus, meets after a long time Maximus, which he thought he was dead, in his first fight at the Coliseum and puts him to take off his mask. Commodus was very blood-spilling and even if his father had forbidden the fightings in the Empire he commemorated his father death with gladiator fights. 

I think that in this scene is represented the fight between good-Maximus and bad-Commodus and finally goodness wins, because although the emperor was very, very angry he had to smile to the acclaiming crowd and rise his thumb for Maximus even if what he most wanted in that moment was to see him dead. That’s why he tries everything to kill him and hurts him not only physical but he hurt his feelings telling him, after the second fight, how he had killed his family and as a response Maximus blames him of killing his father.

This scene is representative for the movie, the way that Commodus looks at Maximus shows his hate and the clam of Maximus is irritating him; at last he has to surrender. A beautiful scene!!

Although Maximus reigned, if we can say so, for a few seconds he did more good deeds than Commodus in years of reign.

Ciobotaru Ana cls. IX G
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