
Romeo and Juliet   

Opening Prologue: The play opens with a prologue spoken by a Chorus in the form of a fourteen-line sonnet. In this concise manner, we are told from the start that the play's setting is the Italian city of Verona, that a blood feud between two families (Montagues and Capulets) is the context in which the star-cross'd lovers (Romeo and Juliet) will fall in love, and that only with their deaths will this conflict come to an end. 

 Act I Scene i: In a public place of Verona, we first see two servants of the Capulet family armed with swords, ready to fight with any "dog of the house of Montague." They express the enmity toward Montague in vulgar terms tinged with sexual innuendoes. Just then, two servants of the Montague household enter and the two sides begin to fight. The fight ends temporarily when Benvolio, a Montague and a cousin to Romeo, appears and beats down their swords. Immediately after this, however, a noble member of the Capulet family, Tybalt, bursts in, and begins to fight with Benvolio. The fracas attracts others, including Old Capulet and his wife, Old Montague and his wife, and the Prince of Verona, named Escalus. The Prince commands these rebellious subjects to stop breaking the civil peace, complaining that these street battles have erupted on several occasions, and threatening lives of the combatants. Old Montague asks Benvolio about the cause of the argument at hand, but Lady Montague's concern is with their son, Romeo. She is glad that Romeo was not involved in the fight, but she then says that her son has been in a melancholy and depressed state of mind. Romeo enters, appearing down-cast and distracted, but he nevertheless speaks in highly affected, figurative language about the brawl, using oxymorons like "loving hate," "heavy lightness," and "serious vanity." Romeo explains to Benvolio that he is madly in love with a woman named Rosaline (who never appears as a character in the play) who is sworn to chastity. Benvolio says that Romeo should "forget to think of her," and his friend/cousin replies that he will stop thinking about Rosaline if Benvolio can show him "a mistress that is passing fair" 

 Scene ii: The scene shifts to another street in Verona, where a young noble, County Paris, first speaks with Old Capulet about the Duke's threatened punishment and then states his desire to marry Capulet's daughter, Juliet. The head of the Capulet clan initially objects to this proposal, saying that Juliet is too young (not yet fourteen years old), but he then says that he will consent to the marriage if Paris can win his daughter's love. The aged patriarch instructs a servant to deliver invitations to a banquet that he is planning, and leaves the stage in the company of Paris. Left alone, the servant says that he has a dilemma: he is illiterate and cannot read the list of guests. Just then, Romeo and Benvolio pass by, and Romeo agrees to read the list. 

Scene iii: At the house of the Capulets, Juliet's garrulous Nurse fondly recalls her mistress's childhood to Juliet's mother, Lady Capulet. When Juliet arrives, Lady Capulet sounds her daughter out about her willingness to marry, and Juliet says that she has not considered it. Her mother says "Well, think of marriage now," noting that many Veronese girls who are younger than Juliet are already wives. Lady Capulet tells her daughter that Paris will be at the banquet that night and directs her to "Read o'er the volume of young Paris' face." 
 Scene iv: In front of Capulet's house that same night, Romeo, Benvolio and another major character, Mercutio (a relative of the Prince and of Paris as well as a friend to Romeo) approach the festivities inside. Mercutio displays a brilliant wit in a piece about Queen Mab who holds sway in dreams. When Romeo objects that his friend talks of nothing, Mercutio replies that Romeo is correct for his subject is dreams "which are the children of an idle brain" (l.97). Romeo then speaks of having a premonition of "untimely death," but his mood changes abruptly as he anticipates the festivities ahead and says to his companions, "On, lusty gentlemen!" 

Scene v: The setting now moves into the Capulet house where servants are preparing for that night's banquet. Guests arrive and are greeted by Old Capulet and his wife. Romeo enters with his crew and falls instantaneously in love with the beautiful, Juliet, jettisoning his love for Rosaline. The fiery Tybalt recognizes Romeo's voice as that of a Montague and makes ready to fight with him, but Old Capulet says that Romeo is a "virtuous and well-govern'd youth" and that Tybalt should leave him alone. Tybalt reluctantly obeys. This provides Romeo and Juliet with the opportunity to speak to each other face-to-face. Romeo's first words to Juliet are a sonnet quatrain in which he says that he is an unworthy pilgrim come to the shrine of Juliet's beauty. Juliet replies with a second sonnet quatrain, encouraging him in this vein. In a series of exchanges, the lovers jointly complete a fourteen-line sonnet and then kiss. When Juliet departs, Romeo asks the Nurse who the young woman is and learns that she is the daughter of the Capulets; Juliet then asks about the identity of the young man and is told that he is the son of Montague. Like Romeo, she finds it cruelly ironic that "My only love (springs) from my only hate" 

Act II Prologue: The Chorus reappears for the second and last time, intoning another sonnet in which they say that while Romeo may be barred from access to Juliet, "passion lends them power, time means, to meet" (l.13)  

Scene i In the orchard of the Capulet house, Romeo lingers where his heart (Juliet) is. Benvolio and Mercutio enter looking for Romeo, but he hides from them and his two friends leave. Scene ii: This is the famous balcony scene of the play, set in the garden of the Capulet manor, in which Romeo sees Juliet appear at a window and says "But soft, what light through yonder window breaks" (l.2) Unaware that her love stands in the shadows below, Juliet utters the famous lines: "O Romeo, Romeo, wherefore art thou Romeo?/Deny thy father and refuse thy name" (ll.33-34). Romeo reveals himself and the two profess their mutual love, saying that what divides them is merely their last names. Juliet expresses apprehension that their romance will be tragically extinguished. She is called away from Romeo by the Nurse, but reappears and the two agree to marry. She exits again, but appears yet a third time, as the two make plans to communicate with each other before exchanging fond farewells.

Scene iii: Still in Verona, the setting now shifts to the cell of Friar Laurence, another major character who will try to help Romeo and Juliet to marry in the hope that this will end the feud between the warring families of the city, thereby turning rancor into pure love. Romeo enters as Friar Laurence is gathering medicinal herbs. He tells the good friar about his love for Juliet, "the fair daughter of the rich Capulet." Father Laurence lightly chastises Romeo for having so quickly forgotten his former love, Rosaline. But he agrees to help the youth and his beloved, saying that they must move "wisely and slow, they stumble that run fast" 

Scene iv: On the city's streets, Benvolio tells Mercutio that Tybalt has challenged their friend Romeo to a duel, and Mercutio remarks that Romeo is no match for Tybalt who is the Prince of Cats and a skilled duelist. Romeo arrives and the three youths exchange jests. Juliet's nurse then enters, seeking word from Romeo for her mistress. He says that Juliet should meet him at Friar's Laurence's cell that afternoon where they will be secretly married. The Nurse finds Romeo to be a gentleman and blesses the plan.

Scene v: Juliet impatiently awaits the return of her Nurse with word from Romeo in the orchard of the Capulet house. The Nurse arrives but first teases her mistress before conveying Romeo's message about marrying secretly that afternoon

Scene vi: At his cell, Friar Laurence and Romeo await the arrival of Juliet. He calls the prospective wedding ceremony a "holy act" but also says that "these violent delights have violent ends." Juliet enters, Romeo compares her to a blazing light, and Friar Laurence unites the two in holy matrimony

  Act III Scene i The play's duel scene takes place in a public place of Verona, as we first see Mercutio and Benvolio on stage. Benvolio says that they should lay low, for it is hot and the "Capels" are in the street. Mercutio says that Benvolio only anticipates a brawl because he is by nature a quarrelsome youth. The "Capels" do, in fact, arrive led by Tybalt who tests Mercutio's temper as a friend who Romeo. Romeo then enters, and Tybalt challenges him to a duel. But Romeo refuses to fight: even after Tybalt calls him a villain, Romeo wishes him well. Nevertheless, Mercutio is rankled by his friend's "dishonorable, vile submission!" He draws his sword and duels with Tybalt. Romeo intervenes, but this gives Tybalt the chance to stab Mercutio under Romeo's arm. Mercutio is mortally wounded and curses the Capulet and the Montague families with "a plague a' both houses." He is carried off stage by Benvolio who returns with the news that Mercutio is dead. When Tybalt come back again, Romeo fights with him and Tybalt is slain. Romeo flees from punishment by the Prince, crying out that he is "fortune's fool." Along with Old Montague and Old Capulet, the Prince follows a group of citizens to the cite of the mayhem. Benvolio recounts what has occurred. Recognizing that Tybalt was the instigator of the fray, the Prince spares Romeo from a death penalty, but banishes him from Verona (and Juliet) on pain of death. 
Scene ii: At the Capulet house, Juliet is unaware of what has transpired and speaks a soliloquy in which she implores the sun to set so that night can fall and she can elope with Romeo. The Nurse arrives and says that "he's dead." Juliet assumes that "he" is Romeo, but the Nurse then tells her that "Tybalt is gone, and Romeo banished." Juliet at first rails against Romeo as a "beautiful tyrant" and a "fiend angelical," but then chastises herself for these unkind remarks. She fixes upon the word "banished," and says that she would rather that ten thousand Tybalts had died than that her Romeo be banished. The Nurse tries to console her, promising to seek Romeo out. 

Scene iii: In hiding at Friar Lawrence's cell, Romeo learns that the Prince has banished him and expresses sentiments that parallel those of Juliet; he would rather die than be separated in life from Juliet. Friar Laurence rebukes Romeo's sentiments, characterizing them as the words of a "fond mad man." The Nurse comes in and sees Romeo on the ground distraught. He offers to stab himself, but Friar Laurence brings him back, saying "Hold thy desperate hand! Art thou a man?" (ll.108-109). He tells Romeo that all is not lost, and directs him to travel to Mantua and await developments there. 

Scene iv: At the Capulet house, Old Capulet speaks of his daughter's distress, believing that Juliet is grieving excessively over the death of her cousin, Tybalt. Paris indicates a willingness to delay his marriage to Juliet during this time of woe, but Old Capulet says that the marriage of Paris and Juliet should take place in three days time. 

Scene v: In the orchard of the Capulet house, Romeo and Juliet are together even though Romeo risks his life by remaining in Verona. The two are deeply in love but lament the turn of events that will force them to part. When Romeo leaves, Lady Capulet enters and asks about Juliet's inordinate grief for Tybalt. Juliet plays along, pretending to hate the villain Romeo. But when her mother tells Juliet that she will be married to Paris on Thursday, Juliet is taken aback, complains that it is too hasty and refuses to wed her father's choice of son-in-law. Old Capulet enters and is enraged by Juliet's rejection of marriage to Paris, calling her "young baggage." The Nurse defends her mistress from this verbal assault but Old Capulet silences her and then speaks of Paris's noble family, intelligence and beauty. After her parents leave, Juliet tells the nurse that she cannot marry Paris (for she is already Romeo's wife). The Nurse overlooks this problem and extols the virtues of the youth Paris, which now surpass those of the banished Romeo. 

  Act IV Scene i At Friar Laurence's cell, Paris arranges for the clergyman to preside over his wedding with Juliet. Juliet appears in person, Paris calls her his wife and then departs. Now alone, Juliet and Friar Laurence talk about the obstacles that stands in the way of her reunion with Romeo. When she threatens to kill herself, Friar Laurence spies a hope. He will give Juliet a potion that will make her seem to be dead for forty-two hours. After her family finds her in this death-like state, they will inter her in the family tomb. Friar Laurence will send word of this ruse to Romeo in Mantua and when she awakes from "a pleasant sleep," she will find Romeo there and the two can then return to Mantua together.
 Scene ii: The settings returns to the Capulet house, where Juliet's parents and the household staff prepare for the wedding celebration. Juliet appears and says that she has changed her mind; she now wishes to tie the knot with County Paris. Old Capulet is glad about his daughter's apparent change of heart.

Scene iii: . At the same location, after the Nurse and her mother exit, Juliet considers the dangers of taking the potion that Friar Laurence has given to her. But she overcomes all of her apprehensions and drinks the vial, toasting to Romeo.
Scene iv: In a very brief scene, Lady Capulet sends the Nurse to awaken Juliet

 Scene v: Continuing the previous scene in Juliet's bedroom, the Nurse tries to awaken a slumbering Juliet, but when she draws back the curtain, she finds what appears to be a corpse. The Nurse tells Juliet's mother and father that their daughter is dead. Friar Laurence and a group of musicians arrive, expecting to take part in the wedding of Julie and Paris. Old Capulet tells them: "All things that we ordained festival,/Turn from their office to black funeral"
Scene i On a street in the city of Mantua (this is the only scene in the play set outside of Verona), Romeo speaks of a dream about joyous news. But then one of the Montague's servants arrives with word from Verona that Juliet lies dead in the Capulet family's mausoleum. On the basis of this incomplete report (Juliet is not dead but only drugged), Romeo seeks out an apothecary to provide him with poison. He plans to go to the tomb in which Juliet lies and die alongside her.

 Scene ii: Back at Friar Laurence's cell in Verona, Friar John arrives with bad news: he was blocked by accident from delivering Father's Laurence's letter to Romeo. Friar Laurence realizes that this mishap could mean disaster and goes forth immediately to the graveyard for the purpose of opening the Capulet family tomb before Juliet wakes

Scene iii: At the churchyard in Verona, the play's final scene begins at night and with Paris on stage. He has come to Juliet's tomb to glimpse her beauty once more. He instructs a boy servant to stand watch and enters with a torch into the Capulet mausoleum. Romeo and the servant Balthasar then enter. Romeo instructs his man to leave the scene, saying that he merely wishes to retrieve a ring from Juliet's hand. Balthasar is leery and fears that Romeo may attempt suicide; he decides to hide nearby. Romeo and Paris encounter each other. Romeo calls Paris a gentle youth and warns him not to interfere with his plans. Paris defies him, they fight, and Paris is slain by Romeo. Romeo takes Paris' body further into the tomb and lays it alongside the "corpse" of his beloved Juliet. He stands over Juliet's body, saying that not even death can conquer her beauty. He kisses Juliet, takes the apothecary's swiftly acting potion and dies. Just then, Friar Laurence appears: trying to run to the tomb of the Capulets, the good cleric tripped and stumbled over tombstones and arrived too late to save Romeo from his rash (and misguided) suicide. He then enters the tomb just as Juliet wakes from her slumber. Friar Laurence tells Juliet that Romeo is dead. She takes Romeo's dagger from its sheath and stabs herself to death when Friar Laurence is distracted by some incidental noise. The Prince, the Capulets, and the Montagues then enter. Friar Laurence tells the Prince and the others about the failed plan to bring Romeo and Juliet together and of their tragic, mistaken suicides. The Prince chastises the heads of the warring families, declaring that it is their fault that this catastrophe has occurred. Old Montague and Old Capulet join hands; the feud is over, and they agree to erect golden statutes of Romeo and Juliet. 

