Summary paragraph

When people think about Dracula and Transylvania, a fear filled their minds. Dracula was born in November of 1431 in Transylvania (Romania). His given name was Vlad, and during his lifetime, his enemies named him Dracula. It was derived from drac, a Romanian word that can be interpreted as “Devil”. After becoming prince, he invited 300 boyars to a banquet and killed those using spikes, and left their bodies there for a few days. Dracula seized the boyars' property and passed it out to his supporters. In 1462, Sultan Mehmed II retaliated by invading Walachia with an army three times larger than Dracula's. Dracula was forced to retreat to his capital, Tirgoviste. He burned his own villages and poisoned wells on the way so the Turkish army wouldn't have any food or water. When the sultan reached Tirgoviste, he saw a terrifying scene, remembered in history as "the Forest of the Impaled". There, outside the city, were 20,000 Turkish prisoners, all impaled. Dracula's subjects respected him for fighting the Turks and being a strong ruler. He's remembered today as a patriotic hero who stood up to Turkey and Hungary (not as a vampire).
