“The Lake”
By Mihai Eminescu

“In the fonts, yellow lilies

Carpet the lake-waters blue;

Of a sudden, whitish circles

Do unfasten a canoe

And I roam along the border

And half list, half wait, most blest

If she comes out of the rushes

And falls gently on my breast

Into the canoe we’ll hurry 

Tempted by the waters’ chant

And I shall let slip the rudder,

And the oar I’ll put aslant;

We shall, lit by friendly moonbeams

Float within the magic ring

May the winds through rushes rustle,

May the rippling waters sing

But she will not come. O, vainly,

All alone, I sigh and ache

Near the host of yellow lilies,

On the brink of the blue lake
.”

Analysis
Mihai Eminescu is the greatest Romanian poet and the critic George Calinescu said about him: “Eminescu succeeds a paradox – he can be to the simple man’s liking (…) inscribing himself in the national folklore and at the same time he can move the refined man from all over the world”.

The great genius is born in Botosani, on the 15-th of January in 1850; he is the son of Gheorghe Eminovici and Raluca Jurascu. He spends his childhood in Botosani and Ipotesti near his beloved nature. The year 1866 is the year of his first artistic manifestations; also Iosif Vulcan changes his name from Mihai Eminovici to Mihai Eminescu. He studies at Vienna and Berlin. In 1877 his health state is getting worse and in 1889, on the 15-th of June he dies. His tomb lies in Bellu cemetery in Bucharest.

Mihai Eminescu’s favourite themes in his poetry are love and nature. In “The Lake” this two elements are harmoniously combining, being the spring of inner balance and joy.

He surprises nature in two hypostases: the terrestrial one with the woods, the springs, the lime-tree, and the common reeds- specific elements for the eminescian poetry. The nature in Eminescu’s vision is offering shelter, is human, intimate, the scenery of human feelings.

The second hypostasis is represented by the cosmic nature, the cosmic landscape which includes the Moon, the stars and Venus-the biggest star; those are also specific elements for Eminescu’s poetry.

In “The Lake” the first stanza is descriptive, introducing the reader into the universe of the poem. Here Eminescu “draws” a true nature fresco; he presents so realistic and full of passion the surrounding nature that he makes you believe that you are there at the spot, where the poet’s sentiments are revealing. The lake is behaving like a person “do unfasten a canoe” and the vibrant colors “yellow lilies”, “lake-waters blue”, “whitish circles” give you the sensation that you are watching a painting.

Then the water is the symbol of life, so it has an important role in the emotional experiences.              
The second stanza is revealing the “lyric I” because the pronoun “I” is appearing, giving the sensation of a confession. The first verse shows the anxiously narrator, which is waiting and listening carefully to any noise “And I roam along the border/ And half list, half wait, most blest”. He is thinking at her as a special person, which she is, to him and hopes she will come “out of the rushes” and she will fall into his arms. The atmosphere is calm and warm and the visual images are combining with the sonorousness of the vegetation “of a sudden”, “in the forest”, “yellow lilies”. If the first stanza represented the description of the surrounding nature, this stanza represents the moment when the characters appear: HE and SHE and where he imagines the moment of happiness in which his beloved will appear – “she “– the mysterious one. This word has an important meaning: we can let our imagination flow free on the physiognomy of the girl.

In the third stanza the wish is continuing and he is imagining what they will do when she will arrive “Into the canoe we’ll hurry (…)/ And I shall let slip the rudder, / And the oar I’ll put aslant;”. The nature is participating at their love “Tempted by the water’s chant,”, being their witness and creating a fairy-tale scenery for the pair of lovers, the nature is full of charm like their love. 

The fourth stanza also represents his dreaming “We shall, lit by friendly moonbeams,/ Float within the magic ring” and again the nature takes part at the action, the lake is lighten by the moonbeams, presented as a character “friendly”- an adjective usually used for human beings, also the winds and the waters create a pleasant music “May the winds through rushes rustle,/ May the rippling waters sing”, in those lyrics even the letters reproduce the sounds “through rushes rustle”, “rippling waters sing”.

In the fifth stanza he realizes that she will not come and his dreaming and waiting are for nothing. Then the disappointment and the suffering overwhelms him “O, vainly,/ All alone I sigh and ache”. The poem is kind of symmetric because it finishes with the image of the lake from the beginning, which makes him come back to the calm atmosphere:”Near the host of yellow lilies,/ On the brink of the blue lake.”

This last stanza is very sad, it expresses his suffering, disappointment and unhappiness. The lyrics make the way from his charmfull dream world to the hush reality of unshared love, given by the words “sigh”, “ache” ,”all alone”, ”vainly”.

“The Lake” is an idyll mixed with the descriptive poem. It is an idyll because life and love are presented in a rustic environment and it is a descriptive poem because it describes a place in nature.

The idyllic elements are given by the emotional loaded words: “roam”, “wait”, “sigh”, “ache”. And the descriptive poem elements are given by the images “the forest” , “lilies” , “lake-waters-blue” , “a canoe” , “the waters’ chant”(auditive image).

In this poem we can distinguish two narrative plans: the real one – in the first and fifth stanza – where the poet makes the description of the place, and the imaginary one – in the second, third and fourth stanza – where the imaginary idyll takes place, in his imagination.

The dream remains unaccomplished because in Eminescu’s imagination the love is just a dream, we can observe a growing intensity of the feelings, a graduation: in the first stanza- peace, serenity; in the second- emotion, joy; in the third- impatience; in the fourth- desperation, waiting; in the fifth- sadness, unacomplishment.

The title names a natural element of the scenery, maybe the central one, because it is the meeting place; the magic place where love can develop, in an intimate place, far away from any human been, just the “friendly” nature. 

The poem is organized in 5 stanzas each one with 4 lines; the rhythm is trochaic; the rime is cross-eyed and imperfect and the measure is 8 syllables. The versification also contributes at creating the fairy-tale atmosphere. 

�The poem was extracted from a poem book with romanian poems in enhlish translated in english





