The Rabbit and the Turnip

Translated by Richard Sadler

It was a cold winter morning and snow covered the ground. Little Rabbit went out to look for food and he found two turnips. He gobbled up one of them. Then he said, "It is snowing so hard, and is so cold that perhaps Little Donkey has nothing to eat. I will take my other turnip to him."

He ran to Little Donkey's house at once, but Little Donkey was out. So Little Rabbit left the turnip on Little Donkey's doorstep. Then he hopped back home.

Now Little Donkey had also gone out to look for food and he had found a potato. When he got home he saw the turnip, he was very surprised. "Who could have put it there? " he thought.

Then Little Donkey said to himself, "It is snowing so hard, and is so cold. Perhaps Little Sheep has nothing to eat. I will take it to her. "

He rolled the turnip to Little Sheep's house. But there was no sign of Little Sheep. He left the turnip on Little Sheep's table. Then he ran back home.

In the meantime, Little Sheep had also been looking for food. She had found a cabbage. She was happily trotting home to eat it.

When Little Sheep got to her house and found the turnip, she was surprised. Who could have put it there? She decided to give the turnip to Little Deer.

It was snowing so hard, and it was so cold, Little Sheep felt sure Little Deer would be hungry.

So Little Sheep took the turnip to Little Deer's window sill and off she went.

It so happened that Little Deer was also out looking for food and she found some nice green leaves. She, too, was very surprised to find the turnip waiting for  her  at home.

"I will give this beautiful turnip to Little Rabbit," said Little Deer.

"It is snowing so hard, and it is so cold perhaps he has nothing to eat."

Little Deer ran to Little Rabbit's house at once. And there was Little Rabbit fast asleep. Little Deer did not want to wake him up, so she pushed the turnip inside the door and hurry away. 

When Little Rabbit got up and found the turnip he thought he must be dreaming.

Than he said to himself, "How nice of someone to give me this turnip!" And gobbled it all up!

The End

The Rabbit and the Turnip

     Summary


On a snowy winter morning, Little Rabbit finds two turnips. He leaves one of the turnips on the doorstep of his friend.


What happens to the turnip after that shows just how much Little Rabbit and his friends care about each other. 

Summary Questions

Think about what each animal did for a friend. These questions will help you.

1. What did Little Rabbit do to help Little Donkey? Why do you think he did this?

2. Where did Little Donkey take the turnip? What happened then?

3. Who ended up with the turnip? Why was this a good ending?

4. There was only one turnip to share, but it made four animals happy. How?

The Reading and Writing Connection


Imagine that you are Little Rabbit. You are about to bring the turnip to Little Donkey's house and you want Little Donkey to know who  brought it.


 Write a note telling Little Donkey about the turnip. Tell him why you are giving him the turnip, and be sure to sign the note! The words in the box can help you.



turnip


perhaps

beautiful



donkey

gobble

hurried
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